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PAGE ONE (Four Panels) 

 

Panel 1. (Wide Shot) GOTHAM CITY, 1942.  A light snow falls against the backdrop of Gotham, 

blanketing the city in white. The scene is pandemonium. Police have taken to the streets, pushing 

back the surge of onlookers and reporters being kept behind barricades setup along the car-lined 

sidewalks. COMMISSIONER GORDON stands in the foreground. A cigarette hangs loosely from 

his mouth as he barks orders to his men.  Everyone looks toward the sky, captivated by what they 

see. 

 

1. CAPTION:    Gotham City, 1942 

 

2. GORDON (Burst):   Keep those people back! 

 

Panel 2. (Same Angle) Suddenly, BATMAN drops from above, landing violently on the hood of a 

nearby car, shattering its windshield with the force of the impact. The crowd erupts into a sea of 

excitement, hoping to catch a glimpse of the vigilante.  

 

3. SFX:    WHUMP! 

 

4. GORDON:    Good Lord! 

 

Panel 3. (High Angle) Several Police Officers gather around the fallen Batman, their guns drawn. 

Batman stirs. A stream of blood trails from his nose and mouth. Gordon follows his men, yet keeps 

an eye to the skyline.   

 

5. BATMAN (Weak):   Get... back... 

 

6. OFFICER:    You=re under arrest! 

 

Panel 4. (Low Angle, Wide Shot) Inhumanly fast, the winged MAN-BAT barrels through 

Gordon and his men as it lands hard into Batman, pinning him down with its razor sharp talons. 

 

7. SFX/MAN-BAT:   SCREEEEEEE! 

 

8. GORDON (Burst):   LOOK OUT! 
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PAGE TWO (Three Panels): 

 

Panel 1. (Low Angle) A hundred flashbulbs ignite as the reporters on the scene attempt to get their 

front-page shot. On torn-leather wings, the Man-Bat begins to rise into the air as it drags Batman 

from the hood of the car. The Police take aim on the monster… and Batman.  

 

1. GORDON (Burst):    Hold your fire!  

 

Panel 2. Confused, they lower their weapons. Commission Gordon points toward the Man-Bat as it 

escapes into the Gotham skyline with its prize. He can hardly believe this is happening in his city.  

 

2. OFFICER:    Sir? 

 

3. GORDON (Burst):   Get a spotlight up there, now! 

 

Panel 3. (Wide Shot) The spotlights find the Man-Bat as it ascends higher into the night. Batman 

dangles within its grasp, unable to break free. The city speeds past them in a streak of lights and 

falling snow. 
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PAGE THREE (Five Panels) 

 

Panel 1. The Man-Bat releases its grip, sending Batman corkscrewing through a rooftop billboard for 

LUCKY DUCK brand cigarettes. 

 

1. SFX:    SMASH! 

 

Panel 2. (Wide Shot) On the rooftop, Batman attempts to stand, surrounded by the rubble of the 

destroyed advertisement. The Man-Bat lands nearby.   

 

Panel 3. Saliva drips from the creature’s bared fangs as it lumbers cautiously toward Batman. 

  

2. SFX/MAN-BAT:   HISSSSSSS! 

 

Panel 4. (Close Up)  Batman takes a small, glass vial from his utility belt- - 

 

Panel 5.  - -and launches it into the face of the Man-Bat. The creature howls in pain as it gasps for air 

amid a thick, dark cloud billowing from the smoke bomb. 

 

3. SFX/MAN-BAT:   HAROOOOOOO! 
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PAGE FOUR (Five Panels): 

 

Panel 1. (Low Angle) While the Man-Bat is confused by the smoke, Batman leaps from the rooftop, 

his cape spread like a kite.  

 

Panel 2.  Batman lands safely on the snow-covered ground, dropping to one knee to cushion the fall. 

Commissioner Gordon and the Police approach him, their hands on their guns.  

 

1. OFFICER:    Hold it right there! 

 

Panel 3. On the rooftop, the Man-Bat composes itself as the dark smoke dissipates. Its eyes are wild 

with rage.  

 

Panel 4. Back on the ground, Commissioner Gordon and his men, guns now drawn, confront 

Batman. Batman is not impressed, staring Gordon directly in the eyes. 

 

2. GORDON:    This has gone far enough! 

 

3. BATMAN:    Get your people out of my way. 

 

Panel 5. (Close Up) Gordon pauses. The squeal of the Man-Bat echoes throughout the street. Gordon 

gets it, he doesn’t like it, but he understands. Batman is the only person who can deal with this. 

 

 4. SFX/MAN-BAT:   SCREEEEEE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BATMAN: Night of the Man-Bat      Kevin Buckley 

Comic Book Script                 Page | 5 

 

PAGE FIVE (Three Panels):    

 

Panel 1.  (Same Angle) Gordon holsters his gun and motions for his men to do the same.  

 

5. GORDON:    Do it!  Get back, give him some room! 

  

Panel 2. (Wide Angle, Hero Shot) In the background, Gordon and his men clear the streets. Batman 

waits alone, his cape billowing in the wind, a dark figure against the snow-covered city.  

 

Panel 3. (Close Up, Small Panel) Batman snaps open a folded BATARANG. A thin, steel cord is 

attached to it. 

 

1. SFX/BATARANG:   SNAP! 
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PAGE SIX (Four Panels): 

 

Panel 1. (Wide Shot) The Man-Bat comes in low and fast, honing in on the calm and still Batman. 

 

Panel 2. At the last moment, Batman dodges the monster’s attack as the caped crusader sends the 

Batarang flying with uncanny accuracy… 

 

Panel 3. (Small, Inset) … and around the foot of the creature.  

 

2. SFX/BATARANG:   THWIP! 

 

Panel 4. (Close Up) Without missing a beat, Batman wraps the steel cord around a lamppost, pulling 

against the creature with all of his might. 

 

3. BATMAN:    Ungh! 

 

Panel 4. (Wide Shot) The steel cord goes taut as the Man-Bat is slung from the air, careening into a 

storefront window with deadly velocity. 

 

4. SFX:    Kee-RASH! 
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PAGE SEVEN (Three Panels): 

 

Panel 1. Batman nurses his shoulder; he may have pulled it from its socket. The Man-Bat lays 

unconscious in the background, sprawled out among the debris. Gordon arrives on the scene. He 

looks relieved to have the ordeal over, but he does not approve of the vigilante. 

 

1. GORDON:    This doesn’t change any... 

 

Panel 2. (Close Up) Without warning, a startled Gordon pulls his gun, firing twice. 

 

2. SFX:    BLAM!  BLAM! 

 

Panel 3. (Large Panel) The Man-Bat falls back, reeling from two bullet wounds to the chest. The 

monster was mere inches from pouncing on an unsuspecting Batman. Commissioner Gordon stands 

in the foreground, in shock and a smoking gun in his hand. 
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PAGE EIGHT (Three Panels): 

 

Panel 1. Batman glances toward the dying monster at his feet- - 

 

Panel 2.  - - and then silently nods to Gordon, neither man admitting they need the help of the 

other. 

 

Panel 3. (Low Angle) Batman swings into the night, leaving Commissioner Gordon to deal with the 

cleanup.  Reporters break free from the barricade, snapping gory pictures of the dead Man-Bat.  Only 

Gordon watches Batman swing away as the Commissioner pops a well-earned cigarette into his 

mouth. 

 

1. GORDON:    You=re welcome. 

 

 


